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January 2017 
 

Pastor’s Ponderings 
 
First of all, looking forward to the future, I’d like to wish each of you a 
Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year. May this year be everything you 
want it to be. One of the ‘everythings’ I want – as do many of us - is to see a 
happy, healthy and prosperous Ogden. I hold such optimism when it comes 
to Ogden that it will be a good year.  You see, I am in on most of the 
planning being done and the good ideas being discussed and there is so 
much enthusiasm, so much potential, and so much desire to step forward in 
faith.  What I also hope for this year is that more people will get involved in 
making these plans and ideas come to fruition. It’s not just that we need 
more heads, hands and hearts so a few aren’t overburdened. I hold on to 
(actually, I keep a death grip on) the promises that ‘…with God all things are 
possible.’ (Mk. 10:27) and that we can do ‘all things through Christ who 
strengthens [us].’ (Philippians 4:13)  If you missed it, notice the emphasis on 
‘we.’  That includes ‘you.’  Yes, you … who think you are too busy or have 
nothing to contribute or have already done your share. 
 
Secondly, looking back to November/December, I’d like to thank all of you 
who helped make this Advent/Christmas season such a wonderful one.  I 
won’t even try to list names because I’d be sure to leave out someone.  But I 
think it’s safe to say ‘it took a village’ – the Ogden village – to pull 
everything together.  There was a lot going on – from the decorating of the 
church (inside and out), special music, pageant and brunch, Christmas Eve 
and Christmas morning – and all of the endless details it took to make things 
happen (bulletins, candles, poinsettias, luminaries, refreshments – you get 
the picture).  I hope you agree it was an imperfectly perfect Christmas (let’s 
face it, nothing’s perfect).  And it’s the imperfect parts that often make a 
Christmas memorable and unique.  
 
Besides enjoying all the outward trappings (Pat’s Christmas cookies – 
YUM!), I hope there were moments of hope, peace, joy and love; and that 
the worship experiences were uplifting and meaningful.  I know I worked 



very hard to be in the moment, not stress too much, and to savor the season.  
There is beauty to be found in each moment, but it is challenging to focus on 
and recognize such beauty which often needs to be dug out of chaos and 
holiday preparations.  But the beauty was there – not just on the surface but 
deep down.  I hope you were paying attention. The highlight for me was the 
Christmas Pageant which was very much a blessing in its innocence and 
simplicity.  I was greatly touched and will never forget the Nativity tableau 
before us of the angels, shepherds, baby sheep (the most adorable ever!), 
wisemen, Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus in the manger, the camel, and our 
own shining star!!  If the pageant didn’t get you in the mood, well .... 
 
January is both a time to look back and to look forward.  We must make 
meaning of what has happened, and use that to help shape a better, stronger, 
more faithful future – whether here at church or in your own personal life.  
The past is instructive and points the way – much like the star that guided 
the wisemen to Jesus. But that wasn't the end of the story regarding Jesus.  
In fact it was just the beginning of the Christian movement that changed the 
world.  We here at Ogden, along with Christians throughout the world, are 
continuing that movement.  There's still a lot to do.  There is a need to 
worship, to spread the Good News, and to bring about the Kingdom of God. 
That is still our story – some of which has been written – some of which is 
still to be written.  Guided by our past, called to be disciples, driven by our 
mission to go and make disciples, inspired by love to be the body of Christ, 
may Ogden continue to be guided by the perfect light of Christ.   
 
Pastor Kathi 
 
 

      
 
 

Emergency Weather Closings  
We have a procedure in place for emergency closings of this type.  The 
decision to close will be made by Balcom Parcells and Pastor Kathi 
sometime mid Saturday afternoon.  Kathi will then contact the Clerk, Marcia 
Casais, Casey Molino Dunn and Sandy Roos.  Sandy will contact the heads 
of the Deacon groups who will make calls to each person/family.  In 
addition, the information will be posted on our Facebook page and Casey 
will send an blast email to everyone.  Whenever possible, a message will be 
left on our phone.  And finally, if in doubt, don’t hesitate to contact Pastor 
Kathi on her cell (732-740-2224).  This should cover every base.  Hopefully 
we will have no reason to implement our emergency procedure this winter 
due to bad weather! 
 
 
 
 

 The Call of the Semi-Annual Meeting 

The Semi-Annual Meeting of the Congregation and 
Corporation of Ogden Memorial Presbyterian Church will be 
held on January 29, 2017, in the Sanctuary immediately 
following the worship service.  At this time we will review the 
financial reports for the year 2016 and the budget for 2017, and 
conduct such other business as may properly come before the 
meeting. 

 

 



 Worship at Ogden – January 
 
Sunday, January 8 – Baptism of the Lord/Epiphany 
              9:00 a.m. Chancel Choir 
  10:00 a.m. Worship 
  10:15 a.m. Sunday School 
  11:00 a.m. Coffee Fellowship 
  11:15 a.m. Deacons, Worship & Music 
  11:15 a.m. Youth Music 
  
Sunday, January 15 
             9:00 a.m. Chancel Choir 
          10:00 a.m. Worship  
  10:15 a.m.  Sunday School 
  11:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship 
  11:15 a.m.  Youth Music 
 
Sunday, January 22 
     9:00 a.m. Chancel Choir 
   10:00 a.m. Worship  
   10:15 a.m. Sunday School 

  11:00 a.m. Pot Luck Lunch 
  11:15 a.m. Youth Music 
    1:00 p.m. Concert on Main 
 

Sunday, January 29 
 9:30 a.m. Chancel Choir 
     10:00 a.m. Worship 
   10:15 a.m. Sunday School 
   11:00 a.m. Congregational Meeting 
   11:15 a.m. Youth Music 
 
  

 News From Session 
 
At its December meeting, the Session: 

§ Approved dates for celebrating Holy Communion in 2017; 
§ Learned that the Mission &Outreach Committee plans changes in the 

narthex to make it a more inviting "welcome center"; 
§ Approved a Child Protection Policy, and included the policy in 

Ogden's Administrative Manual; 
§ Voted that all trips off the grounds of the church that include children 

and young people must be approved by the Session, and that 
permission slips are required; 

§ Reviewed the church's insurance policies; 
§ Discussed the unusual increase in the church's water bills, and 

considered checking the meter and installing low-flow toilets; 
§ Determined to inquire about installing a more effective heat timer for 

the sanctuary level; 
§ Learned that the dead bushes on the north side of the church property 

have been replaced;  
§ Discussed difficulties with persons and groups who do not clean up 

after using church facilities. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

♫ NOTES FROM THE DIRECTOR OF MUSIC ♫ 
 

 

After a busy but rewarding December, Chancel (Adult) Choir resumes on 
Sunday, January 8, and is set to sing all of the remaining Sundays this 
month. As usual, Chancel Choir members are asked to gather at 9:00 a.m. 
for a pre-service rehearsal. 
 
Those same Sundays our Youth Musicians will gather for post-service 
rehearsals. Please see the monthly calendar for the full listing. Chimes 
Ensemble is set to next gather on February 5, the first Sunday next month. 
Also of special importance is this month’s Concert on Main and Church 
Potluck detailed below. 
 
And again, THANK YOU to all our music participants for adding so much 
to our worship throughout Advent and on Christmas! Highlights included 
our annual Pageant (plus delicious brunch) and beautiful services on 
Christmas Eve and this year’s Christmas Sunday. Also, thanks to our 
Carolers. We had a rewarding afternoon of bringing cheer to some of our 
homebound members, Chatham friends, and residents at Chatham Hills 
Subacute Care Center and Juniper Village. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   
Ogden’s free music series continues in January 

www.ConcertsOnMain.org 
Please plan on attending and help to spread the word.  

In addition to the highlights here, additional details are available at 
www.ConcertsOnMain.org. 

 
★ Sunday, January 22, 1: EUNBI KIM, PIANIST ★ 

classical & contemporary, featuring works by Mozart & Fred Hersch 
 
New York City-based pianist Eunbi Kim has carved a niche as a classical 
and contemporary pianist who creates adventurous concert programs and 
interdisciplinary performances. She recently performed at the Kennedy 
Center and her piece, “Murakami Music,” has been presented at Symphony 
Space (NYC), Asia Society Texas Center (TX), Georgetown University 
(DC), and was featured in a special documentary produced by NHK, Japan’s 
public broadcasting organization. Eunbi made her European orchestral debut 
with “I Solisti di Perugia” in Italy, and has also performed solo and chamber 
programs in venues such as the National Museum of Women in the Arts and 
NYC’s 92nd Street Y. Ms. Kim graduated with her Master’s degree at 
Manhattan School of Music where she also held a fellowship at the Center 
for Music Entrepreneurship.  

 
★ Friday, March 24, 7:30 pm: KRISTIN SERGEANT, JAZZ VOCALIST ★ 

An Ogden favorite returns with her jazz combo. 
 
 
 
 
 



Fellowship 
 

The January 22 Concert on Main will be preceded by a potluck brunch after 
the Church service.  All are invited - whether or not you are able to stay for 
the concert.  Although optional, the Mission and Outreach and Worship and 
Music Committees ask that you bring a dish to share.  However, they want 
to stress that you are under no obligation to bring food.  What we want most 
is your presence and to enjoy some good Ogden fellowship. If you have any 
questions about the Potluck please contact June in the church office.  
 

 
Youth Group 

Middle and High School students are strongly encouraged to attend our 
Church Potluck on Sunday, January 22, following worship, and then stay 
for the 1:00 p.m. Concert on Main. Additional 2017 fellowship events are 
in the works. AND, Middle School students please consider participating in 
this upcoming multi-church opportunity: 
 

Martin Luther King Day of Service:  
• Monday, January 16, 10:00 a.m. – noon 

Open to Middle School youth (grades 6-8), sponsored by the 
Chatham Youth Interfaith Council 
 

• Making sustainable lunches for Bridges (a non-profit working 
to end homelessness) 
 

• Hosted by The Presbyterian Church of Chatham Township, 240 
Southern Blvd, Chatham 

 

• Participants are asked to sign up to bring sustainable lunch 
items. Go to tinyurl.com/MLKLunches to see what’s needed. 
Also requested is a $5 donation per person to help purchase the 
main item from Bridges (chicken or tuna salad with crackers). 

 
 

 
 
Thanks to all of you who so generously donated to our December Mission-
of-the-Month for the Jersey Battered Women’s Shelter.  Two boxes of kid-
friendly foods were gathered and will be delivered in the very near future.  
We are excited about this Mission-of-the-Month concept as it supports our 
Ogden theme ‘Putting love first in the heart of Chatham.’  We are grateful 
for your willingness to love others by participating in these monthly 
missions, as well as any other mission project we undertake.  It is our 
greatest hope that (as the song goes) ‘they will know we are Christians by 
our love.’ 
 
 
Thanks from the Interfaith Food Pantry 
Ogden recently received a note of appreciation from Morris County's 
Interfaith Food Pantry thanking us for the contribution from our Mission & 
Outreach project. In November we collected 142 pounds of food which our 
Youth Group delivered before our annual post-Thanksgiving hike. The full 
thank you note is posted on the Ogden bulletin board outside of the parlor, 
just beyond the small kitchen. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 Mission-of-the Month    
 (sponsored by the Mission & Outreach Committee) 
 
January’s Mission-of-the-Month benefits St. Hubert’s Animal Welfare 
Center.  They are located at:   
Madison Adoption Center                                                                                                                                                                         
P.O. Box 159   575 Woodland Avenue                                                                    
Madison, NJ 07940                                                                                               
(973) 377-2295/FAX (973) 377-5012 
 
St. Hubert's Animal Welfare Center is dedicated to the humane treatment 
of animals. They believe in and provide services that support the human-
animal bond and seek to foster an environment in which people respect 
all living creatures.  More information about this important work is 
available at their website www.sthuberts.org  
 
Here’s how you can help:  St. Hubert’s is in need of your old sheets, 
towels and blankets. A box will be available in the narthex in which to 
deposit your donations.  Thank you in advance for  your compassion 
toward our four-legged, furry friends.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Sophia on 973-635-0456 or at soffmh@gmail.com.   
 
 
 

          
 

Please take time out from your busy schedules to remember the January 
birthdays listed   below.  Send a card or make a phone call.  Your greetings 
will be appreciated by all!  If you have not seen your name on the lists, 
please call the church office so that we can update our files with your birth 
date.  We promise not to print the year in the “Birthday Corner.” 
 

Evan Bressler     2 
 Becky Jarvis               5 
 Matthew Tivade     9 
 Lizza Apostola      10 

Teddy Apostola   14 
 Doris Sheats    16 
 Bennett Wildauer   18 
 Ginnie Trowbridge   21 
 Jonathan Bender   24 
 

 
 
Let Us Pray… 
 
Let us pray for our members…Marcia Casais, Becky Jarvis, Martha Kiff, 
Alice Loeser, Barbara Molitor 
 
 



Let us pray for… 
Kevin Boettger nephew of Pat Hammeke 
Gina Cocchiaro-Hoang family friends of Cindy Parlavecchio  
Kathy Dixon sister-in-law of Marcia Casais 
Ed Dunn  great-uncle of Casey Molino Dunn  
Josh Fernandez 12 year old neighbor of the Roos family 
Auriel Gonzales mother of Sandy Roos 
James Guishard friend of Janice and Balcom Parcells 
Paul Horgan friend of the Crescas family 
Marie LaPena friend of Mariclaire Miller 
Darlene LaRue friend of Allan and Gail Paradise 
Patricia Maher  friend of Marcia Casais 
Denny Mayer  friend of Marcia Casais 
Ron McBride  uncle of Cheryl Conklin 
The Mears family  our missionaries in Haiti 
Charles Molino   uncle of Casey Molino Dunn 
Clark and Jean Paradise  parents of Allan Paradise 
Dennis Paradise  brother of Allan Paradise 
Steve Raas  friend of Bob and Colette Crescas 
The Roche family  neighbors of Marcia Casais 
Gloria Rodgers  cousin of Ginnie Trowbridge 
Charlie Roussel  son-in-law of June Jeannette 
Kathy Scotton and family  friends of the Knolls 
Mindy Shaw  friend of Janice Parcells 
Laurie Sheppard  friend of Cindy Parlavecchio 
Frank Squindo  son of Janice Parcells  
Mark Squindo  son of Janice Parcells 
Joe Wallwork and family  father of Tom Paradise’s fiancé Julie 
 
Let us pray for those serving our Country…Scott Armstrong, James 
Glendening, Morgan Glendening, Robert Traver, Doug Verblaauw. 
 


